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" Amid all life's quests 
There seems but worthy one—to do men good. 
It matters not how long we live, but how." 

P. J . Bailey. 
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MEMORIALS OF MR. THOMAS LOWE, 
OF R U S H O L M E . 

C H A P T E R I. 

ANCESTRY. 
" My boast is not that I deduce my birth 
From loins enthroned, and rulers of the earth, 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise,— 
The son of parents pass'd into the skies." 

Cowper. 
" A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's 

children." 
Proverbs xiii. 22. 

O R fully two hundred years the L o w e s 
can be traced in the parish registers of 
villages in the South East of Cheshire. 
Mr. L o w e ' s great-grandfather was in 
Brereton Church in 1745 when the High-
landers who had rallied to " Bonnie 
Prince C h a r l i e " came into the neigh-

bourhood. Their presence did not tend to devotion 
on the part of the assembled congregation, w h o 
seem to have dispersed without waiting for the bene-
diction. A day or two afterwards this same great-



IO IO MR. THOMAS LOWE. 
grandfather was accosted by some of the rebels, who 
demanded a pair of boots which he was carrying in 
his hands. Instead of standing and delivering he 
showed the rebels " a clean pair of heels " and got 
safely away with the coveted boots. 

John L o w e , the grandfather, was a man of great 
vigour and determination. He was employed as 
farm-servant with the Nodins, an old Cheshire 
family. Martha Nodin, a daughter of the house, 
and John L o w e fell in love with each other. Pro-
bably they despaired of gaining the consent of 
Martha's parents ; they certainly did not ask for it, 
but ran away to some convenient " Gretna Green " 
where the twain could be made one. This offence 
was never forgiven by the bride's parents, and the 
youthful couple began their dogged strife for a com-
petence. T h e y took a small farm of about twenty 
acres near Betley. Rent-day was often an anxious 
time for them in spite of extreme thrift and industry. 
O n some occasions they had to sell flowers to raise 
the amount for the landlord. Macadam had not 
been heard of at that time and roads were in a de-
plorable condit ion; they carried their produce to 
the Potteries in panniers; but no difficulties daunted 
them ; they were resolved to " get on." After twelve 
years they took a larger farm and had £500 ready to 
invest in this new venture. T h e land rented was 
rough and needed a resolute yeoman like John L o w e 
to conquer it. In their first year they made fifteen 
cwt . of cheese, but in a few years they had so 
improved their farm that their annual yield was five 
tons. 

As the father had borne " the yoke in his youth ," 
so his numerous sons were made to tread in his steps. 
T h e rhythmic thud of their flails might have been 
heard at five o'clock on a winter's morning as they 
threshed out the corn by candle-light. If Christmas 


